
10.1021/ol201758a r 2011 American Chemical Society
Published on Web 08/12/2011

ORGANIC
LETTERS

2011
Vol. 13, No. 18
4778–4781

Application of r-Alkoxy Bridgehead
Radical for Coupling of
Oxygenated Carbocycles

Daisuke Urabe, Hiroki Yamaguchi, and Masayuki Inoue*

Graduate School of Pharmaceutical Sciences, TheUniversity of Tokyo,Hongo, Bunkyo-ku,
Tokyo 113-0033, Japan

inoue@mol.f.u-tokyo.ac.jp

Received June 30, 2011

ABSTRACT

A new coupling methodology for assembly of highly oxygenated carbocycles was developed. An R-alkoxy bridgehead radical was employed as
the key reactive intermediate due to its potent reactivity, minimum steric interaction, and predestined stereochemical outcome. The radical of the
trioxadamantane structure, generated from the O,Se-acetal, was reacted with electron-deficient cyclic olefins of various ring sizes. Intermolecular
formation of sterically congested linkages between two tetrasubstituted carbons and application of the method to a three-component coupling
were two significant achievements.

Terpenoids constitute one of the largest classes of sec-
ondary metabolites in nature.1 The various carbocyclic
structures are often multiply fused and decorated by
various oxygen functionalities. These structural elements
not only diversify architectural complexity but also impart
distinct biological functions to the terpenoids. For in-
stance, the diterpenoids phorbol2 and trigohownin A3

share the 5/7/6-fused ring skeleton (Scheme 1) but differ
mainly in their surrounding alkoxy functional groups and
consequently in their activities, that is, the 12,13-diester of

phorbol is a highly effective cocarcinogen, whereas trigo-
hownin A exhibits strong cytotoxic activity. Synthetic
chemists have been drawn to terpenoids primarily due to
such structural and biological uniqueness.4,5

The multiple rings with many alkoxy functionalities pre-
senta formidable synthetic challenge.Althoughconsiderable
efforts have been devoted to their syntheses, there is no
universal methodology to construct hindered C�C bonds
within the highly oxidized ring structures. In this context, we
were interested in developing a new general strategy for
construction of the ring connection motif, which is em-
bedded in numerous oxidized terpenoids including phorbol
and trigohownin A (see C�C bonds highlighted in red in
Scheme 1).Herewe report a radical-mediated stereoselective
coupling method to form linkages between tertiary alkoxy
carbons and tertiary/quaternary carbons. The present inter-
molecular reaction enables facile assembly of the two oxyge-
nated ring structures into complex bicycles in a single step by
applying either two-or three-component couplingprotocols.
Construction of sterically congestedC�Cbonds between

the two rings necessitates judicious design of potently
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reactive species with minimum steric interactions. The key
reactive intermediate selected for this purpose is R-alkoxy
bridgehead radical 3 (Scheme 1).6 Homolytic cleavage
of the C-X bond of 2,4,10-trioxadamantane orthoester 1
would generate radical 3, which subsequently adds to
cyclic R,β-unsaturated ketone 4, resulting in the carbon-
chain attached bicycle 2 after introduction of the R group
to 5. Bridgehead radical 3 was considered to be advanta-
geous over the corresponding acyclic R-alkoxy radical due
to its high reactivity and predestined stereochemical out-
come. Namely, the radical of 3 is spacially more exposed
and thus more reactive, and the O-based stereocenter
is fixed by the cage structure throughout the reaction.
Despite these potentially useful properties, bridgehead radi-
cals with R-oxygen atoms have not been systematically
studied7 in comparison to their carbocyclic counterparts
(e.g., adamantyl radical8).9

To evaluate the synthetic potential of R-alkoxy bridge-
head radicals, generation of 3 and subsequent addition

were first investigated (Scheme 2). Two radical precursors 7
and 8 were prepared from carboxylic acid 6.10 Conversion
of 6 into the acid chloride using (COCl)2 and a polymer-
bound amine11,12 was followed by addition of the sodium
salt of N-hydroxypyridine-2-thione to yield Barton ester
7.13 Photoirradiation of 7 in turn induced generation of
radical 3 at room temperature, which was immediately
trapped by (PhSe)2 to afford O,Se-acetal 8 in 61% yield.14

In contrast to this successful SePh introduction, the photo-
induced carbon extension from 7 in the presence of methyl
acrylate and n-Bu3SnH resulted in decomposition of 7 and
low yielding formation of 9 (15%).15On the other hand, O,
Se-acetal 8 gave 9 in much higher yield (66%) when treated

Scheme 2. Generation and Subsequent C�CbondFormation of
R-Alkoxy Bridgehead Radical

Scheme 1. Plan for Application of R-Alkoxy Bridgehead Radi-
cal to Construct a Linkage between Two Oxygenated Carbo-
cycles
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with methyl acrylate, n-Bu3SnH, and V-40 [1,10-azobis-
(cyclohexane-1-carbonitrile)] at 110 �C in toluene.16 The
results clearly demonstrated the superiority of 8 over 7 as a
precursor to radical 3 for C�C bond formation.
Furthermore, a three-component coupling was realized

from O,Se-acetal 8 (Scheme 2).17 Application of methyl
acrylate, allyltributyltin and V-40 to 8 in toluene at 110 �C
afforded the branched carboskeleton 10 in 66% yield.
Formation of 9 and 10 as major products confirmed that
the reaction of 8 followed the scenario envisioned in
Scheme 1. Specifically, the reactions of the two pivotal
radical species were properly orchestrated. The radical 3
generated from 8 preferred electron-deficient methyl acry-
late over the tin reagent, then the resultant electron-
deficient R-carbonyl radical reacted with n-Bu3SnH or
nBu3SnCH2CHdCH2 in the presence of methyl acrylate
to produce the desired adduct 9 or 10. Selective addition of
R-alkoxy radical 3 to the electrophilic unsaturated bond
also confirmed its expected nucleophilic character.18

With the establishment of an efficient procedure for
radical formation and addition, efforts turned toward the
development of a coupling method to form linkages be-
tween two carbocyclic structures. Despite the increased
steric hindrance, R,β-unsaturated ketones 11 of the five- to
eight-membered rings functioned efficiently as radical ac-
ceptors (Table 1). In these reactions, a syringe pump was
used for slow addition of n-Bu3SnH and V-40 into the
toluene solution, and under these optimized conditions the
yields of the adducts were effectivelymaximized by suppres-
sing theundesired reductionof radical3.Accordingly, direct
attachment of the cyclopentanone, cyclohexanone, cyclo-
heptanone, and cyclooctanone structures (entries 1�4) to
the bridgehead position were achieved to generate 12a, 12b,
12c, and 12d in 77, 56, 26, and 45% yields, respectively. The
radical addition to the oxygenated cyclopentenone deriva-
tive 11e proceeded selectively from the opposite face of the
TBSO group, giving rise to 12e as a single diastereoisomer
(entry 5). Thus, we attained intermolecular bond formation
between tetrasubstituted and trisubstituted carbons.
The R-alkoxy bridgehead radical technology was next

extended to the three-component coupling reaction (Table2).
Treatment of cyclopentenone 11a and cyclohexenone 11b
with allyltributyltin and V-40 in toluene at 110 �C resulted
in formation of 2,3-trans disubstituted cycloalkanones 13a
and 13b in 75%and 32%yields, respectively, both as single
diastereoisomers (entries 1 and 2). Moreover, 2,3-trans-3,
4-trans-trisubstituted cyclopentanone 13e was exclu-
sively produced from 11e in 77% yield (entry 3), demon-
strating that the preexisting stereochemistry of 11e

influenced the selective introduction of the two new
stereocenters of 13e. Consequently, the three-compo-
nent coupling generated in a single step the complex

molecule 13e that corresponds to the bicyclic ring skele-
ton of trigohowninA (Scheme 1). The stereochemistry of
cyclohexanone 13b was established by X-ray crystal-
lography (Figure 1), and stereochemistry of cyclopenta-
nones 13a and 13e was confirmed by NOE experiments
on derivatized compounds (See Supporting Information
for details).
To further expand the scope of the reaction, we investi-

gated the possibility of constructing two contiguous tetra-
substituted carbons via the intermolecular radical reaction
(Table 3). Cycloalkylidenemalononitriles 14a�d were de-
signed as the appropriate radical acceptors, because of the
highly electrophilicnatureof the exocyclicolefins and the low
steric influenceof the cyanogroups.19,20 Significantly, radical
coupling of 8 with five-, six-, seven-, and eight-membered
ring substrates 14a�d all proceeded under the same condi-
tions as those of Table 1, delivering 15a�d in 54, 72, 57, and

Table 1. Coupling between R-Alkoxy Bridgehead Radical and
R,β-Unsaturated Cyclic Ketonesa

aReaction conditions: 8 (1 equiv), 11 (5 equiv), n-Bu3SnH (6 equiv),
V-40 (0.4 equiv), toluene (0.02 M), 110 �C. n-Bu3SnH and V-40 (0.2
equiv) were added by syringe pump over 3 h, and the reaction mixture
was stirred for additional 1 h. bCompound 12e was obtained as a single
diastereoisomer.
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Org. Lett., Vol. 13, No. 18, 2011 4781

27%yields, respectively.These data demonstrated the power
and versatility of the bridgehead radical strategy even for
formation of the most sterically demanding bonds.
In summary, we devised a new simple and general

methodology for connecting oxygenated carbocycles by
utilizing anR-alkoxy bridgehead radical as the key reactive
intermediate. The method was applied to the single-step
assembly of a variety of highly complex bicycles with
simultaneous formation of sterically cumbersome lin-
kages. Furthermore, the two new C�C bonds were pro-
duced in a stereocontrolledmanner via a three-component

coupling protocol. Because of the ubiquity of the oxidized
ring connection motif in terpenoids, many more applica-
tions of the present strategy in natural product synthesis
are likely. Further transformations from the obtained
materials21 and implementation of the developed strategy
into syntheses of oxygenated terpenoids are currently
underway in our laboratory.
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Table 3. Coupling between R-Alkoxy Bridgehead Radical and
Cycloalkylidenemalononitrilesa

aReaction conditions: 8 (1 equiv), 14 (5 equiv), n-Bu3SnH (6 equiv),
V-40 (0.4 equiv), toluene (0.02 M), 110 �C. n-Bu3SnH and V-40
(0.2 equiv) were added by syringe pump over 3 h, and the reaction
mixture was stirred for additional 1 h.

Table 2. Three-Component Coupling of R-Alkoxy Bridgehead
Radicala

aReaction conditions: 8 (1 equiv), 11 (5 equiv), n-Bu3SnCH2CHd
CH2 (6 equiv), V-40 (0.4 equiv), toluene (0.2 M), 110 �C, 8 h. bCom-
pounds 13a,b,e were obtained as single diastereoisomers. cCompoud 8

was recovered in 15% yield.

Figure 1. X-ray crystallographic analysis of compound 13b.
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